only once in many years. The bee is a tropical species, ranging from tropical Mexico to Paraguay.
The nest was about four inches below the surface of the ground in a hollow which may have been an old rodent nest. The entrance was a hole about 1.5 inches in diameter. The hollow in which the nest was located was partially filled with decaying strips of bark, leaves, twigs, and the like, on which termites were feeding. The nest itself con- Most pollen pots were made entirely of wax, which like other wax in the nest was soft and black. These pollen pots were up to 18 mm. in diameter and 32 mm. high. Some were empty, others full or partly so. Pollen was also stored in a very few cocoons, and in one or two pollen pots consisting of cocoons 1,engthened and enlarged with wax.
Cells containing eggs were small, but ranged up to 31 ram. in diameter when the larvae were mature. Sev.eral cells contained larvae spinning cocoons and one single larva had pupated.
Remarkably few cocoons contained eggs and larvae, suggesting that reproductio.n was at a low ebb. This was likely due to the fa.ct that w,e dug this nest just after the end .of the dry season which had been long and intense. From the above tabulation it is evident that the queen must have produced 2183 offspring, of which 2031 had reached maturity before the nest was, dug, and of which at least 800 survived until that time. T'hi.s appears to be a record for size in bumblebee colonies, especially when it is realized that most large colonies previously recorded contained numerous males.
Nearly all the adult bees were collected. Most of them were in the nest but a great many were afield. We are much indebted to Mr. I. Slesnick for help in capturing the returning bees, about half of which carried pollen. Bees return.ed at a rather steady rate fr.om the time excavation 4,7 ,5'1 5'5 5'9 6'3 6"7 7"1 7'5 7'9 8'3 8"7 9'1 9"5 9"9 10"3 10"5 WING LENGTH IN M M, Figure 1 . Frequency distribution of the size of the workers and the queen from the nest of Bombus medius Cresson based on wing length. The wings were measured from the proximal end of cell 1st M to the distal end of the marginal cell. We wish to thank Mr. Carl W. Rettenmeyer for taking these measurements. began at 10:00 a.m. until about noon, and a.t a progressively reduced rate until 1:00 p.m. when the excavation work was complete. No doubt a few returned after this time and were n.ot captured. These data indicate some foraging trips, of very long duration.
As shown in figure 1 
